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CONFERENCE EDITION
It's Conference month and the team is very
excited to share all the experiences that are on
offer. This special Conference edition on Pastoral
Ministry Connect details the many ways you can
engage with the Alive in the Spirit Conference to
inspire and renew our communities.

Register Today!

Members Access - DISCOUNT RATE
Conference access for life of annual membership
Individual $49; Group (6) $199 

Standard Package (Non-Members)
One-Month Access to conference & workshops
Individual $99; Group (6) $399

Membership Package (Non-Members)
Join PMN! Benefits include access to conference for
12 months, including entire existing library of PMN
resources, and free access to quarterly webinars.
Individual $149; Group (6) $699

Alive in the Spirit is for Lay and clergy, staff,
leadership teams, finance teams, pastoral councils,
pastoral ministers and volunteers, those in education,
counselling, pastoral care, youth ministry, family
ministry, aged care and chaplaincies and anyone who
wants to be Alive in the Spirit.

http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/


Visit www.aliveinthespirit.com.au to register for this experience

I can admit that I am a bit of Conference
groupie. I enjoy going to Conferences,
particularly in the area of Spirituality and
Faith. 

For the five years before the pandemic, I had
made it a yearly pilgrimage to attend the Los
Angeles Religious Education Congress. It was
my yearly boost of energy, ideas and
experiencing life and faith with fellow
travellers on the journey from all around the
world. I have enjoyed the online Congress
experience since not being able to travel to
the US, and have created our local Congress
with friends who live locally - watching the
keynotes and workshops and creating
opportunities to discuss them and see how
we can implement the things heard in our
local communities. 

My friends and colleagues would ask me,
puzzled, "You go to Congress every year?
Surely after 5 years you would have
experienced all there is to experience!"

My response is simple. I am always learning
and always growing. We all are. And
regardless of if I have listened to a speaker
before or for the first time, each time
something new is offered. And each time I am
in a different place to where I was the last
time I had attending Congress. My workplace,
my life experience, my understanding about
things have grown since the time before and
each new keynote, prayer experience,
workshop, resource - offers me something
afresh in my new space. New learnings
inspire me to be explore a 'creativity of love'
that Pope Francis called us to in March 2020
as we were responding as a church to the
pandemic. 

Why a Conference?
This is why I am passionate about the Alive in
the Spirit Conference. The experience of Alive
in the Spirit has been phenomenal! The
breadth of speakers, both keynote and in the
workshop space from within our Oceanic
church is so rich. And whilst face-to-face is
always great, the opportunity to go online has
enabled so many more people around the
region to experience something truly special at
a fraction of the cost. 

Networking and meeting new people is one of
the highlights for me of any Conference. One
might think that being online, it is harder to
meet people. However, the Alive in the Spirit
experience makes it a point to create as many
networking opportunities as possible through
online share groups. I can honestly say I have
met many wonderful people through last
year's Conference from all over Australia and
New Zealand whom I would definitely drop by
and have coffee or a hot chocolate with if I
were in town. 

So for me, that is why a Conference. The
energy, inspiration, ideas, growth in self and
growth in faith, the networking, the new friends
and acquaintances and the opportunity to live
and share my Catholic faith with others who
are journeying. What a blessed opportunity to
grow and share faith together! 

                                         

                                           Lisa Bright
                                           Alive in the Spirit 
                                           Conference Convener

Register Today!

http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
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Inspiring Presentations!
A dynamic line-up of people working in pastoral ministry from Australia
and New Zealand have prepared a variety of workshops for the Alive in the
Spirit Experience 2022. 

Participants will be able to engage with the many presentations on offer
from 11am on Friday, 27th May. You can experience the workshops on
your own, or you can watch them as a group and have a discussion
afterwards. 

The presentations complement our live keynotes and live networking
sessions, are thematically organised, examining best practice in a variety of
dimensions of pastoral life. 

Community Engagement presentations explore areas such as building the
bridge between parish and school, engaging with cultural diversity,
celebrating the lived experience of disability, and engaging and sustaining
volunteers in ministry.

Mission & Evangelisation presentations include survey findings into what
Australians think about Jesus, the Church and spirituality; how we
creatively fund the mission in parish settings; best practices for marketing;
and addressing the culture and leadership within a synodal church.

Presentations are also grouped around the themes of “Care & Outreach”
and “Faith & Spirituality” (see the next page for thematic workshop list). 

The presentations offer a variety of practical experience that can be shared
with communities - enabling them to translate that experience to their own
context, and offer a variety of ways to become the Community Christ calls
us to be. 

In June, there will be opportunities to gather to share your responses to
presentations. Let's Have a Yarn gatherings will be offered on 
Wednesday 8th June and Wednesday 29th June at 7.30pm AEST. 

Mark you diaries now to continue the Alive in the Spirit experience!  

Register Today!

http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/






What Does God Require of You 
in 2022? Find Out!
Last year, over 1000 Australian & New Zealand
Catholics in ministry participated in the Alive in the
Spirit experience, and were inspired by many
homegrown ideas, practical pathways and
opportunities to renew and revitalise our pastoral
settings.

In 2022, Alive in the Spirit returns, with this year’s
theme: “What does God require of us: To Act Justly,
To Love Mercy & To Walk Humbly” (Micah 6:8). This
interactive online pastoral experience offers both
individuals and groups a variety of ways to flexibly
engage including both one-month and 12-month
options. 

As conference convener, Lisa Bright explains, “The
online environment offers a creativity in how we
engage. We know people in pastoral settings have
crazy schedules. So, while there is a three-day
intensive, we are opening Alive in the Spirit to a space
that is accessible over a longer period.”
This option is attractive to many in parishes.

Carmel Fenton, a conference committee member, says,
“People want choice. Pastoral councils can meet
maybe four times in June, or a faith group or prayer
group or catechist team can gather a few times over
four weeks, like a Lenten group, and experience the
keynotes that way. I think people really appreciate that
they don’t have to try and squeeze it all into three
days.”

With parishes and dioceses hungering for fresh hope,
new ideas, and positive stories and models of practice in
service of Christ’s mission, Alive in the Spirit delivers
with over thirty presentations from Australian and NZ
based practitioners, balancing on-screen input with time
for off-screen prayer, reflection and a call to action.
There is time for networking with participants and
guides are available to accompany either an individual
or group three-day intensive or a one-month
engagement.

Keynote presenters include Dr Christina Kheng, a
Singaporean pastoral theologian and planning
consultant for the Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific; Dr
Maeve Heaney, Director of the Xavier Centre for
Theological Formation at ACU; Luke Tobin, Mission
Formation Educator, Catholic Mission; and Dr Dan
Ebener, United States leading Author and Lecturer in
the space of leadership and organisational change. Each
presenter explores an element of Micah’s theme.

Our Catholic Church offers so much richness, and Alive
in the Spirit celebrates the good of who we are, while
inviting us to continue to cooperate with the Holy Spirit
as we engage with the Signs of the Times in our Oceania
Region.

Please visit www.aliveinthespirit.com.au or contact the
Alive in the Spirit team at info@aliveinthespirit.com.au  

http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
mailto:info@aliveinthespirit.com.au




Visit www.aliveinthespirit.com.au 
and be part of the experience! 

To share your experience of Alive in the Spirit or to
share a story of your community, please contact us
via the details below. We’re always looking for good
news stories to share from those working in pastoral
ministry. 

The collective wisdom of people working in the area
is what makes the Pastoral Ministry Network a great
place to network and support each other.

This newsletter is sent monthly to all PMN members.
Please add info@pastoralministrynetwork.org to
your address book or add us to your safe senders list.
Contents of this electronic newsletter are copyright
© 2022 Pastoral Ministry Network.

PMN Executive
Co-chair: Fr Michael Alcock
Co-chair: Richard McMahon
Secretary: Carmel Fenton
Treasurer: Carole Gan
Executive Officer: Lisa Bright

Contact Us
info@pastoralministrynetwork.org
www.pastoralministrynetwork.org 

Alive in the Spirit is hosted by
the Pastoral Ministry Network. 

Register Today!

Remember to register for the Alive in the Spirit
Conference - even if you are a Pastoral Ministry

Network member. 
Being a member offers a discount to the

Conference. 
It won't give you automatic access. 

Send an email to info@aliveinthespirit.com.au if
you need assistance. 

 

http://www.aliveinthespirit.com.au/
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